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PREFACE

Lames ]

The study on “Impact of Macro Management of Agriculture Scheme — A Study in
Assam” has been undertaken at the instance of Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India.
The study has been conducted as per guide line provided by the Co-ordinating Centre,
Agricultural Development & Rural Transformation (ADRT), Institute for Social & Economic
Change (ISEC),Bangalore.

Macro Management of Agriculture Scheme was initiated during 2000-01 by merging"
different centrally sponsored schemes leaving the full flexibility to State Governments on the
basis of regional priorities. Thus, it was a major step towards achieving decentralization in
pursuance of restoring primary of States in agricultural development planning. Since the
implementation of Macro Management of Agriculture Scheme in the State, study on the impact
of its Integrated Cereal Development Programme for Rice (ICDP Rice) and Special Jute
Development Programme (SJDP), Sub- Schemes has not been carried out. Therefore, the present
study tried to examine these aspects with some specific objectives.

The present study was conducted in Nagaon district of Assam, as it was more
advanced in agriculture development in the State. The field level data indicated that in spite of
efforts under the programme the impacts were found not very encouraging as the economic
condition of the sample farmers was not improved as expected. The findings of the study under
review marginally benefited the sample farmers as the net income after implementation of the
scheme was found to be higher by Rs. 728.00/ha in ICDP rice and Rs. 426.00/ha. in SJDP (jute)
respectively over the income before implementation of the schemes.

It was observed that the schemes were based on “Work Plan” of the Government, but
the study revealed that more emphasis was often put on the targets and achievements without
considering the weak points of the schemes and the problems of the farmers. These schemes
often did not serve the real purpose. The plan and policies of the Governments were very good.

So, for making the agricultural development programmes successful in the State, development of






